Living Theology Friends30
August 13, 2006
Impostors of Christianity XV

Attributes of God
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.
To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  So far we have insisted upon ten points to validate real Christianity.  Now we are looking at some attributes of God that we must also insist are required for such a validation.  A quote of John Calvin is appropriate at this point: “Man is never sufficiently touched and affected by the awareness of his lowly state until he has compared himself with God’s majesty”

So far we have looked at these attributes of God:

1.) God is a triune being



4.) God is spirit. 
(Covered as one of the Impostors items)

5.) God is omnipresent.
2.) God is love (1 John 4:8)



6.) God is personal.
3.) God is Holy, Holy, Holy 



7.) God is omniscient.
Now let’s look briefly at the attribute that God is omnipotent.  
When we say that God is omnipotent we mean that God is all powerful and thus has unlimited authority and influence over everything.  It is important to note that although God is omnipotent He will not do anything that is contrary to His other attributes.  Therefore God cannot lie and He cannot die.  We should, at this point in our studies, start putting together the attributes we have studied so far.  We then see that God is love, He is absolutely Holy, He is spirit, He is omnipresent, He is personal, He is omniscient, and He is omnipotent.  Remember also that the triune nature of His Holiness means that attribute extends over all others.  When we put all of these together we will not be tempted to ask some foolish questions about God such as “can He lie?”  Also God is the creator of all that has ever existed.  He is the creator of all the laws of physics but He is not limited by such laws for there are certainly more laws than those of which we are aware.  
There are many Scripture verses to backup our understanding that God is omnipotent although the word itself does not appear except for one time in the book of Revelation in the King James Version:

Rev 19:6 “And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”
The same verse in the New American Standard version has “the Almighty” substituted for “omnipotent” and the words are essentially the same:
Rev 19:6 “And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude and as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.”

Below are a few verses describing the ability of God to do whatever He desires.  We have to look at all of His attributes to help determine what He might desire to do.  
Matt 19:26 “And looking upon them Jesus said to them, "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."”

Job 42:2 “I know that Thou canst do all things, And that no purpose of Thine can be thwarted.”

Jer 32:17 “Ah Lord God! Behold, Thou hast made the heavens and the earth by Thy great power and by Thine outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for Thee,”

Jer 32:27 “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh; is anything too difficult for Me?”

Luke 1:37 “For nothing will be impossible with God.”

We have taken these verses away from their context but in no way have we taken away the general meaning that God is the Creator and He is only limited in what He will do by His overall nature.  He therefore cannot do anything contrary to His nature as God, such as to ignore sin, to sin, or to do something absurd or self-contradictory. God is not controlled by His power, but has complete control over it.
God is omnipotent whether we believe it or not. But it is vitally important in our walk in this world that we believe He is omnipotent. An individual’s grasp of the power of God will transform his thinking and his actions. Consider these illustrations of the way God’s power transformed the lives of several men in the Bible: Abraham and his entire life; Joseph in all of his life that led to his being able to take care of his father, brothers, and others; Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego in the fiery furnace; Daniel and his encounter with the lions.  The space of this letter does not allow me to comment on these people who indeed trusted (most of the time!) in the character of God.  Whether you are familiar of not with the events in their lives take some time this week to read what the Bible tells us about God working in those people’s lives to promote His plan in bringing about the salvation of His people. 
Recognizing that the Bible teaches God is infinitely powerful should remove the word “impossible” from our vocabulary as long as we also remember that God will not act contrary to His nature.  God is not going to help us sin but He is capable of forgiving us of our sin and then showing how His power can help us out of the sin.  Our weakness is not a barrier to the power of God but our sin can cut us off from the application of that power in our life.  So let’s all repent and trust our Father to take care of His children.  
I exhort you to then spend some time this week putting your problems before our omnipotent God and “expect a miracle”.  
